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The Titans and the Twelve Great Olympians

1. Among the gods introduced in today’s class, which one impressed you
the most? Who do you like the most and why?

2. Are there any similarities or differences between Chinese deities and
Greek gods? Share your opinions.

The Two Great Gods of Earth

1. As Olympians all get their jobs, who is to blame/ responsible for the
financial crisis in Europe?

2. Please list three features you observed from Dionysus and Demeter.
What are they usually associated with? By what can you recognize
Dionysus and Demeter from a painting?

11
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The Earliest Heroes

1. Which word comes into being to describe those who really adore
themselves?

2. Can you come up with any other examples of objects’ names come into
being because of the deaths of related people?

Eight Brief Tales of Lovers

1. By what kind of plant does Apollo wear on him in memory of his first
love, Daphne?

2. Which love story introduced in this class appealed to you the most and
why? Please share your ideas with your classmates.

Cupid and Psyche

1. Cupid and Psyche’s story is a very romantic one. From the story we
learn that it is a difficult matter to keep “Love” imprisoned. Please
describe the moment you find the most romantic.

2. Compare and contrast stories of love from western and eastern culture,

what do you find? Is there any specific feature in love story for either
culture?

The Quest of the Golden Fleece

1. The great adventure was turned into a tragic love story in the end. Can
you come up with any other examples of heroes becoming traitors?

2. What did you learn from the story The Quest of the Golden Fleece?

Four Great Adventures
1. How to define an adventure? What are the features of an adventure?

2. How are the adventures in Western literature different from those in the
Eastern literature? Please provide examples.

The Great Heroes before the Trojan War (Perseus, Theseus)

12
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1. Can you come up with any other stories like Theseus who’s being good
but died in tragedy receiving no equal treatment? Share your ideas with
us.

2. Compare the heroes in Geek and Roman mythology with those in

Chinese Culture. What are some similarities and differences? Or can you
just share a heroic story from other cultures?

The Great Heroes before the Trojan War (Hercules, Atalanta)

1. Among the heroes we introduced in these two weeks, which one do you
admire the most? From whom you learned lessons from their stories?

2. Is there any heroine in Chinese culture? Please specify.

The Trojan War and the Fall of Troy

1. Among the heroes joining in the Trojan War, who do you admire the
most? Please share your opinions with us.

2. Do you think Helen was to be blamed for Trojan War? Why?

3. What do you learn from the story of Trojan War?

The Adventures of Odysseus

1. What’s your reflection toward Odysseus’s wandering story? Any part in
the story attracts the most of your attention?

2. Please describe Odysseus’s character in terms of the good choices and
the poor choices he made.

Oresteia, Oedipus & Antigone

1. If you were Orestes, would you choose to commit matricide or be a
traitor to your father? Or, is there any other solution?

2. In your opinion, what is the most important moral lesson in this
chapter? Share with your classmates.

3. In this chapter, Theseus said: “We hold there is no worse enemy to a
state than he who keeps the law in his own hands.” Do you agree or
disagree with him?

13
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4. Do you think your country is a role model of “democratic country”?
Take some examples to illustrate your ideas.

The Adventures of Aeneas

1. In your opinion, to what extent is the Aeneid a political poem? Is it
propaganda?

2. Divine intervention: How does the behavior of the gods reflect on
human qualities?

ISERAE Hamilton, E. (2012). Mythology. New York: Warner Books.
REEE 1. Caldwell, S. (2024). Gods and monsters: The myths and legends of

ancient worlds. Carlton Books.
2. Dodd, B. A. (1991). Stories from Homer. Taipei: Bookman Books.

3. Fox, R. L. (2008). Travelling heroes: Greeks and their myths in the epic
age of Homer. Allen Lane.

4. Gabrie, Y. (2024). Greek myths for a post-truth world. Bloomsbury.

5. Graf, F. (1996). Greek mythology: An introduction. Baltimore: The
Johns Hopkins University Press.

6. Green, M. (2005). Wonder tales from Greece. Taipei: Bookman Books.

7. Ken. J., & Mike, L. (2014). Ken Jennings’ junior genius guides: Greek
mythology. Simon & Schuster, Inc.

8. Lawall, S. N. (2005). The Norton anthology of western literature. W W
Norton & Company Inc.

9. Luchte, J. (2011). Early Greek thought: Before the dawn. Bloomsbury.

10. Malkin, I. (2024). Myth and territory in the Spartan Mediterranean.
Cambridge University Press.

11. Powell, B. (2004). Homer. Malden, Massachusetts.: Blackwell.
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Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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